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~iAGi:fil No. 520 - ANOTH J< CLAIJ.l 'I\J FAHE 

M.'.!gnct iio . 520 issued on 26/1/ 19 18 conta.ined a cemorable "sub11 

Greyfr iors yarn, A VERY GALLIJIT CE;fi'iE!·J21, by J , !·;, Pentelos . This 
was tile stocy ~hich t ol d of the death of one of lla~ilt cn 1s characters , 
Arthur Coti...v-t!ley of the Sixth , of \:hom !Jr. Loc;:e said whe:i addressir,g 
the nssenbled Schcol 1 "He died as he lived - a very gal!a.,t gcntl'3-
mo.n!11 

3ut th i s par ticular !l!lgnet h8s anct~er cl cim t o fame end it is 
four.d en the beck Jl<.C" under the heading of "!J¥.lrl!ER CREA~ STORY", It 
reads as 1":::llows: "On Friday in next week .,rill be pLiblished another 
s,lendid school sto cy ... No, 413 of the BOYS' F!ilE!:i'.J LIBRARY. 

The author is Mr. Owen Conquezt, '.!.'1d th-::! title is "'r.:E FE'JD AT 
ROOKWOCD". For t hre?e years now, Mr. Ccnquest I z stories of Rcok'lood 
have been appearing in the 11Bcys' Friend" and have won him many 
thousands of admirers. Rookwood has come to be almost as wel:i- l:nown, 
the &ii tor of tre Green 'Un mieht say quite as well known, but i:: am 
not P"'pared to go to the.t langth - as St . Jim ' s and Gr eyfriers; 
Md J i!,cy Sil "/er and th e rest of the Classicals, wi th the three 
Torr.ties of the Modern Sid e , s.re "familiar in our rcouths as household 
word2 .11 3ut this i s the f.ir3t sto ry in book form nhi ch t ell3 of thai1 , 

and I !'Ave no doubt whatever that it \rdll r::eet with a hearty re:ceptio n . 

• .... 
* * * *'*"*** * * * •;u 

• 

~: 'l',c rare barbains for collectors. Bound 1/oh::,e 1 Boys' 
Realm 3ports Librar/ - .£2 10s . Od. 

The famous Volum:, 2 Boys ' Harald - bound. What cffer s? 

F. A, W1!iLISvi:, 49 LONGf'.OOR RCfA:l, HALE30llr'':, (3J...1 :OD:U-iilWPJl."i. 
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FROM THE 
I 

EDITORS CHAIR 
THE GOLDlli JUBILEE :mrnER. Well despi te it s size th e i-rca tly 
enlarged number was dispatched dead en time thanks to son:o goo d 
pl:,."llling at 12A The Shawbles . Soca com'llents began to fl ow in . Anong 
tLe first came those of Len Paclanan t congrat ul at ing the contributo rs 
gemr a lly he sai d he particularly liked Eric Fayne ' s "I meet th a 
~lagnet ". lk,n W'ni ter a.'ld sovoral others said it wRS lik e t he Annual 
all over agai n . Wel l, I must say th at as I read all those tribute s 
t !lo stme tho ug;tt ocourc.td t o me. Honestly I do seoo to work under a 
l ucky star fo r eve rythin g went off splendidly for ell th e a rticles 
su h."lll tt e d t·.•erJ get in . 

And now onwe.rd t o the Diacond Jubilee ! 

* * * 
rr: ·r.-ra KI03T CF LIFE. In tM hey-dey of boys I weeklies count l ess 
serials ...-ere writt en about tue ri se t o fame of some ficti t i , us foo t
ball club, the Bl ue Crusade r s and West London , for example. They t ol d 
~f triUC1yhs and tribulati on and stirring '0:Vents on and off the fie ld, 
some of them rethe r fantastic . 

But, nc ·cbing A. S . Hardy , 1",axwell Scott, Robert Murray and othe r 
masters of the cr a ft ever wrote could compare for shee 1 drrur.a and 
s t ark tra ge dy with what happe ned on that Yru:iich a.,.rfi eld when the 
hei:es of mighty l'.anchest e r United , together 1<ith femous sports 



64 
vri tors ,were ld.lled or i;ravol y injured . Almost bofore the ink wcs dry 

on the nevspepers which told of the players ' deeds the day before , 

they , and t he men who hlld writ ten about th om were being mourned ; once 

sgai.'l pr oving that truth can be strange r, and in t his case , soddor 

than ficti on. . . . 
WOR?iiY OF a;x:oRD. I hsva fl'91ucntly referred with good r ac.,:on, to 

t he devoti on so,ie menbers have for our hobby. \foll here ' 3 enother 

exnmple whic.lt deserves k be written i n l ette rs of &Old. Tric e , in 

cor.nccti on with th o exhibiti on et Leed2 nr.d Yoli<, Stwey Sl:!ith he.s 

trav elled up fro::. East :.ngl ia. On t.he second occesion he drove 

th e 200 dl es by car cn,:,tcuad " cu~ cf t<>~, thm got down ';o pl :i.,ni:,g 

the lay- out of tb s York enc , -..or ld.n;: ri ~t en int<-, tile esrl;r hours cf 

the l!o()I'Tling. After on ~our or twQlsl eop he .as ct it .,.un so that 

by nigjlt fall the twelv e cases et the York J\:blic Library wcra supoz,.. 

bly filled, and tile rnce ag,ii:ist time to have it r e,idy on the appro 

pri r. ta cn.y, ?ebruar/ 15th, vcs won. 
An amazine foll°" , Stan . 

Yours sinoorcl ;r, 

au N Mi U 11 • 111111 OJI II U 101'11 AN 11- 1111 U-f+U • I "U' • II II N :U II j lU:)1 1111. U • A.II - II llllil!*°****** 

GE:-iS fos . 513, 1170, 1?.19, 1241, 1429, 1430, 31, 3g, 39, 

1453, 1454, 55, 56, 57, 1460, 1461, 1466, 1468, 1473, 1476, 

79, 1485, 86, f!I, 1409, 1491, 92, 1532, 1541, 42, 43, 44, 

FOR SALE: 
1444, 46, 
14TI, 78, 
~5. 1606. 
f;J.!.iETS 1521, 1522, 15e5, 1676, 1605, 1681. 
ALL DI GOOD rx,;mITIO!l. (,ffors for sir.;;le copies or all copies 

11elcocod. Would consid er oxch:ir.gi.ng f : r Nai;ncts pro 1930 suei,,stions 

welco~ed.. 
M. GOR!Xlll, 113 N!}ill;GTON GRE::11 ROAD, LONOO!I, N. 1. 

WA.'fl'E!> - ~.AGlmJ'S fror:, 1133 end 1174, oJl.i 1205 to 122~--;-- 

grateful for your help . Sbt e prices t o:-

EORACE V. RO!JE!l1S, 12 CI.AIRVI&i ROAD, ST!u:!THAM, ImOON, S.W. 16 

REX.U1RED - Copies of "Sudd<l!l" ar.d '"i'ha llarshcJ.: of Lawless• by Oliver 

StroJl80, Must be in eood oonditi on. Details t o:-

11. H!AGIIELL, 33 BRAE SJ:RIBT, L,ffl!l'OOL, 7, 
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HORE AOOUT T'dE "DIJJ-:Ol!D LIBRARY' 
By ,,.r,o.G. Lofts 

I was very interest ed t o r oad the recent article by Roger 
Jenkins i n th e Janunry C. D. about Bertie Bly nnd th e school of St. 
Jolm 's. I quite agree ·,ith Roger thet the style of lifl'iting was very 
simihr tc tha t of Cmrl cs Har.ii! t on - th o\l€h I seem t o remember some 
time ago th e late Percy North t ell ing me "that Clu!rles lbroilton denied 
ever writi ng the stories - W":'.icr the nruna c f "Cliff crd Owen II for th€ 
Al di ne Publishing firm." 

Actually tho "EJ.lly c f St . J ohn's" WP.S not th e first St . J obl ' 3 
talc t o be published - t hough it wll.S the first t o npprnr in the "Die 
nond Library . " These earlier stories were published in s ome Aldine 
paper ·,,hich up t o the time of writing I have not bee:1 able t o tr a ce. 
The fi=st issue of the Library was a sch ool st ory e:iti tled "The Fifth 
Form cf St . Ecigars" written by an ;..dria..'1 T. Osbcrne - ·r:ho was al 3o 
credited wit h having written in the past st ories of 3t. J ohn ' s such 
as "The CaptaL"l of St . John 1s 11, 11The Hero of St. John 1s 11 and many other 
tales . 

Thi s first st ory of St. Edgers was mainl y written about a sch ool
boy M!!'Nd Tom Drage, a sort cf amateur detective, who 's fe ther was n 
famous investigator - Caleb Drage - advertised by the ildine firm as 
being tho greatest aleuth s ince the deys of Sherlock Holces. Stories 
featuring Caleb Drage had appeared f or many years pr avi cusly in I:-.O.'lY 
Al -line publications , all written by T. G. Dowling 1".ai tluid. 

Later on in st ories in the 0 Di8!Jcnd Library" '!'cm Drage had l eft 
St . Edgar's and was working with his father , when all the st ories were 
wri t ten under the name of 'i'. G. Dowling Mait land , s o it is f fli rly safe 
to assume that Adrian T. Osborne and T. G. Dowling riaitland were cne 
&nd th e san:9 person, as apar t frcm this connection the style of 
writing was zimilar in all details . 

With the above facts a t my disposal it seems to suggest tha t the 
stories of St . Jo hn ' s were written ty T. G. Dowling Maitlond - .ho 
eccordir.g t o an ~rticle in nn early Collectors • Digest wrote a ls o as 
Max iia.':il ton and Tri stM K. MLnck; these belie·;ed to be the pen nru::.es 
for none other t han Cecily Hamil ton ! In checking up sto ries written 
by ;rax Hamil t on in o ther papers I was strucls. by the great similarity 
of the wri t ing s t yle to that of especially "Clifford Owen", so it seems 
as if we must credit the St . John ' s tales &fter all to a i!AMIL'i'Oll. 

Other stories appearllJ8 in the 11Diamond LibrarJ 11 i,,•i,.ich I am cer t ain 
al.so were by th e same author were of the scho ol \lye. inster , or perhaps 
better !mown as th ~ Kettle & Co. tales - t hese were written unde r 
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several di f ferent names such as "Howard Carr11
, "Walter Herrod", 

"Frank Howard" and oth ers . It is rcolly re :narkable thl!t charccters 
i.~ these tales were nac ed Snoop, Loder, Fis h and <> Jack Bloko bas ides 
a pl ace ll8!Jed Rookwood . 

A vecy good expl anation of why the Editor of the Aldine 
Publishing Co. - th ought fit t o change t he namas of euthors~p t c the 
st ories so o!'ten, wuz given to ce some ti::oo ago before this St . John's 
query came up. The &litor who was a lir . Walter Light had a scrt of 
mania for putting different nomes to st ori es evecy ~eek, so as to give 
the iJ!lpression that he had ple nty of authors en his staff . Actue.l l y 
t he Aldine firm paid very 1xodyfor sto ries in r el ation t o other firm , 
,ma the offi ces at Crow Court , Londcn, cc:isisted of two smell dingy 
rcoms occupied by t he Editor - his assistant - and r,n office boy -
cer tainly not an i::.pressi ve place for the 8.1!.mmt of papers they 
produced . 

(Note - Yes, Hr. Hamilton has stated that he did not 11rite the 
St . J o~Jl' s stories or f or the Aldine Co. at any tis::e. 

There is , I believe , a geed dccl cf truth in what Bill Lofts 
says in his l a.st paragr:,.ph. H. L. ) 

•• 1i111MJIH II U JIIJI Ulillllll ll lllllUIU n u n . .. .. -U ~UU U UOlllilll ll AHll:U 

G:Ml P.EgUIRED - Good conditi on essen t i al . 313 - 322; 326 - 333; 336; 
338 - 342; 348; 356; 358 - 9; 3'1~ - 380; 382 - 3ill ; 390; 392 -
395; 400; 449, 
ori t e ooc FAYNE, 23 GROVE ROAD, Sulllll'IOH, SURRE:{. 

Fffi SALE - Ahcut ;,'.)() llelson Lees a~d St . Frank's, S. O.L's . Prices: 
S .O. L's and Old Sories 1/9 ; 1st New Series 1/2 ; 2nd md 3rd Ne-, 
Ser i es 10d . All plus postage. 
NORJ.!A.'i FPJ.GNELL, 33 BRAE Sl:RiET, LIVEF.PCOL, 7. 

~~~~~-~~~~~-

FOR SALE - Bou.-id volume Ger.s 398-450 J:9 5s. Od. 
IOOUnion Jacks 1372- 1530 J:l 10s . Od. S.A.E, Postage Extra 
70 CRA,'iFORD t.VOOJE, STAI!!!S, ITD,x. 
REX,UIRED - Kagnet s 910 - 917 a.~d ,,11 Christr.l!ls Ser ies. Also wanted 
1151 - 15~. No substitute writ ers and perfect conditi on essential . 
Details to :- N. J . A, TEROC"/.J>!OR'i'ON, 230 LATYMER COURT, WIOON, \1.6, 

\IAJITED - S.0 .L's . 9, 40, 58, 157, 264 
T. ll. RlRTffl, OLD FIELIB, CiWl!Zf HEI.TI!, STAFFS. 

q 
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13fozfi ianoz .... 
conducted by TCSEPHINE PACKi>!A.'i 

77 Arc hdelt. Road, East Duh.J.ch 1 Lendon, S. E.22. 

In this issue you will find the promised article on G. H. Teed, 
and I am sure you will all agree that Bill has done a good job of ,iork . 
I may say that Bill t assen t me a n=ber of othe r articles , and these -
added to the forthcoming features already announced in January - ensure 
some attract i ve programmes for Blakiana during the coming months. A 
full list will be found at the md of th ese pages . 

For the benefit of "V. C." (and others) , I am continuing t he 
Uni on Ja ck titles whenever space will permit . 

JOSIE PACKHAN 

* * * 
UNION JACK TITLES - YEAR 19f7 (JULY - DECEMBER.) 

No. 712 A Case of Ext radition (The Black Rat) G • H. Teed 
No. 713 The Mysterr of Dead Tr ee Hill ... A. Blair 
ilo. 714 The Three Millionai r es (Yvonne) . ... . G. H. Teed 
No. 715 Uncut Diamonds ( The Black Rat) 

(Dexte r \ . 
G. H. Teed 

Ila . 7 16 The Problem of th e £20 ,0CXJ Witness M. Osborne 
No. 717 Twice Charged .. 

(ii4~k~t) 
I,.. Murr ay 

No. 718 The Case of the Lor imer Twins G. H. Teed 
No. 719 On tho Night of the Storm ... S. Drew 
No. no 'Twixt Suns et and Dawn .. ... E.S. Brooks 
!lo . 721 Tho Thumb- na il C1uo 

tsenes) 
. E. Alais 

No. 722 The Case of Reincarnation (hince G.H. Teed 
No. 723 The Secre t Hand (Prince Me.,ies) ....... G.H. Teed 
No. 724 When Rogues Fall Out s. Drew 
No. 725 When Greek ,foets GreP.k (!Jumble Begge). A. Murray 
No. 726 The Riddle of Yew Hollow ... E.S. Brooks 
No. rn Tho Pearls of Sil ence 

(Mone~) 
G.H. Teed 

No. 7'28 The Case of th e Crimson Terro r . G.H. Teed 
No. 729 Tho V"\lle y of Crags .... E.S. Brooks 
No. 730 The Case of the Uncensored Lettor '11.M. Graydon 
No. 731 The Invisible Ray (Prince· Mcnen) G.H. Teed 
110. 732 The Strange Cas~ of the Red Pocke t Book A. Bl air 
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No. 7}3 The Secret of the Third Pa.~ol ........... . 
no . 734 The Broken Boil (Aubrey D.>xter ). .. 
No. 735 Tho lieir of Quartcr l a.~ds . 
No. 736 The Ordeal of Gordon Wood 
No. 737 The Peril of t he Trehornes . 
No. 7'38 Run to Earth ......... ..... . . ..... . .... . 
No. 739 The Case of th e .Cl0,000 Fee (Lawless) . 
No. 740 Thc Amazing Affai r of the arixton Burgl6l'Y 
No. 74 1 A Gamblo for Lifo ............ .................. ................... . 
No. 742 The Caso of th o 'l\:o Financi e~s (F. Lord) .. 

.E.S. Brooks 
H. Osborne 
A. Bl ai r 
R. Murray 
E. S. Brooks 

..E.S. Brooks 
A. Jeurray 

. .... 11.H. Graydon 
..S . Drew 

(Num1>3r '712 is dated 2nd June , 1917 and limber 742 is doted 29t.'i 
December, 1917). 

* * * 
TIBD - T!lE HAN aI:-<SELF 

Ey ll . 0. G. 1-0fts 

11They burned poor old Gc-0r ge this ~.orningl'. 
Toot was how the nows 11as conve:rcd to · a group of people ·,bo had 

known him, h,id been his business acquaintances , colleaguaa or friends , 
o.ctive ly or inactive . 

Goor gc Heber Hamil ton Teed, was no IOorel 
The a pookor was his best fri end on this earth , Md despite t he 

light - hearted tone and hi s choice of wo,:,1.s, it We.3 just ilis way. 
Cric hton 1".iln was like that. (See G.D. June 1957, !)a80 156). 

There was c. sligh t peuse nt his remrk. It seaned like an 
epi ta~h. It was th e only epi taph ::Corgc ]oc>d ever had; and looking 
back \ th e a:n who heard them uttered told ma), those words rill s erve . 
He has never forgotten them, ond they seem to express a finality tM t 
conveyed Teed 's extincti on, and the f ~ct that never more wuld there 
be another story of his to deli ellt readers . 

On the morni,1g of that day when t.'ie news was iml'U'ted , just 
bef ore th e Christmas cf '.'l39, Geor ge Toed had been CI\."'tl8ted. He had 
been ill fo r so~o weeks , end died in the London Hospi tal , '•hite chapel, 
with cirrhosis of the liver a3 the ca.in cause of deatil. 

It was perhaps an inappropria t e pla ce to break tm news, but 
neverthe l ess one 1'hich Teed himsel f would not he.vc dispproved - th e 
bar · of a pub in Fl eet St r eet frequ ented largely by Amalgamated Pre ss 
men, Teed included. There is an official name to i t which 11111 infonn 
ant could not call to mind; everyone knows it merely as Poppin's, far 



that is its location - Poppin's collft. 
"Nany' s the time we 've had drinks together there " , said my 

informant. "He d:i.dn' t often have beer . Whi ta Horse whisky was his 
fav ouri t e , or when he swi tchod to gin - Booth ' s . I can hear him 
ordering now~ •.• 11 

We all lmow - em espoci.all:· his admir er s in Blakiana - of too 
quality am appeal of Teed' s work, and i t is not cy intention her e to 
elabor ate on that. Too quosti cn rather i s , what cf Teed himself, the 
man as his friends knew hirn? 

I have ha.d the pleasant privilege of ireeti.ng and talking to a:-0st 
of them, and be l ieve I am no" able to asse mble as much of the full and 
authentic lmovledge of him that survives t oday. George Teed ' s grave 
neve r existed ; his epi t ajil was dmwned in the cl amour of his fav ourite 
pub. So maybe thi s i.Titing of mine, inadequa te th o\111l it is , l!lBY 
se rve as some sort of C100.ori al . 

\.'hat made him a fine writer? FrL'1Brily, I thiI>Jc it ""s his rare 
f e.cul ty of observation , plus his 'jUali ty of im!lginati on. As we know, 
he was a world-traveller , and the scenes and sigh ts of his advcn t.r ous 
wandering life he never forgot. The/ oould be s1>:.t1oned up in his miild 
to the fullest degree ar,d transferred t o paper not as in a guide book, 
but with the magic of his imagination added . The res ult was thos e L"'-'lY, 
variegated and apparantly inexhaust i ble stor i es which have fascine.ted 
us througi t!>l years . And, incidently, we are indeed fortunc.te th at 
he did transfer his experiences to peper . I am told that it was only 
o~casionslly th at he would narrate any of thee! in conversat ion , and 
that only when 1he subject came up naturally durin g ~he course of the 
talk . Perhaps he f elt i t rnigit have been considered urn-tis~ to risk 
ge tting th e reputation of r, travelled bore or a travclogoo a, ocinlist . 
"Actual l y , 11 said his friend, "you could listen to him for hours . 11 

Wo of Bl nkiana are accustomed t o thinking of G.H. Teed as th e 
poak and pi.J!necle of adventurous detective-sto r y writer s . Arni indeed 
I have docui,.entnry proof that the read ers of "Union Jeck" th ought 
the same of hilt too . Yet it has been notic ed th9.t toor e saems to be 

.a d,oubt about this ; as demonst rated i n connecti on of the well
remembered 'Tram' seri es. 

Readers will remember that in 1932 there appeared a series of 
stories in the "U.J." ea ch by a different autho r but having a n=ber 
of incid ents in common al l connected wit h e cheracter in th«n celled 
l'.r. Proud. At tho end of tho ser i es a contest was held and r eaders 
were asked t o nar.,e tho authors of th e sto ries in ord er vf preferenc e. 
It was considered n good notion , the •then cdi tor t old me, to obtain a 
reliab l e estima t o of the Bllthors • popularity , for they each would be 
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worldng with c,orc or l ess simila r material . 

But t he not i on cdsfiro d. It had been CJql(lctcd that Teed would 
top t oo l ist , instea d of llhich he was only fifth in readers pr eference , 
apparen tly. Perhaps, it w,;s thou.,"11t, t his was because that sort of 
s tory was r..ot !'eed 1 s oort of story a."ld he h6.dn I t done justice to h.i.rJself. 
But it wasn' t that . The whole contest ..-es based on a fallacy . It 
turn ed out t hat the voting had been in the reverse ardor of r eading ; 
t oo :,uthor whose story was published first got l east vot es , and the 
one publi3hcd l est got too most, and so on practicolly through out the 
series . In short , the contest represented a kind of memory test, the 
story fr eshes t in mind getting tm votes. 

Ail a mtte r of incid ental in t erest , too resu l t was : 
No. 1 F.dwy Searles Brooks Author cf 6th story 
No. 2 Gwyn Evans " 5th story 
l!o, 3 Donald Stuart " 4 t.s story 
Ne. 4 .L~thony Skene " 2nd story 
No, 5 Geori;o llarnil1xm Teed • 3rd story 
!1o. 6 Gilbort Chester " 1st story 

- but it Cleans nothing , except in t.he way suggested . 
T<>ed seemed a trifle dashed when he saw his place in th e list, 

but brigtitened as tb:, obvious reason ·= r evealed . He had no illu.wm s ~ 
about the appe&l. of his own wcr k , and was Quietly proud not onl y of o 
his popularity but th e fact that he was the ol dest inhabitant among 
th e Blake regulars . He used smetioes to refer to )limself as the 
doyen cf them, (His French , by the way was fairly fluent - wi th a 
l!l!lrked Canadian accent tha t could have l e ft t he natives with no doubt 
cf his naticnalit'J. He +ived at one t ime fo r r:JJI1Y years in Perin . ) 

t,:cst r eaders are aware that ;us birthplace was Nev Brunswick; 
but to me more specific , St . Jclm was r.is hilltotown. Teed was bo::n 
there 13th April , 1878 - and r.Oll this e,:act date ca:::e about is related 
in the follc•'in8 =ne r. 

One lun chtime a t t h:! Amalganated Press, on Editor was out with 
Teed when they l ooked in at ls~lhuish •s the ironmcn;,ers ir. Fette r Lane -
now non- e:<istan t , bombed fl at - when this Editor wanted t o buy a fix 
ture for his bathro om. \lhilst wait ing at th e counter Teod told hiCl 
tha t i t was his birthday and that he was 50 ttiat day. Only n few 
conths el§J this fixture =e =ve:; from t!,e wall , and the Edi t cr bed 
found for some r eason he had :iritten en the bac.1< of it the dete and 
prica of pur chase , whic.>i wcs 13th April, 1928 . which of coorse mcl<es 
Teed •s birth-y ear 1879 and his egc at death 61 . 

Probably too corner of Ne, Brunswick ir. which Teed wcs born is as 
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attractive a place to li vo in as any othor , especially t o those born 
end r aised there , but by abou t hi s 16th birthday George llamil 1xm Toed 
md begun t o tire of its nppenl ,mi he decided to see something of the 
world instead . 

"What particula r country did you wru,t t o see?" asked his U .J . 
editor , who told me th<- story . 

"It wasn 't a country" , Teed nnswered . "I sup:,ose !Id ':iecn 
ren<!ing books eb out th; tropics or something. llhnt started me off on 
my t r avels wns that I wc.nted t o s oe r elll liv e pa].Jr, trees . " 

11.And did you sr:e it?" 
"Yes. I was on deck early in t ha morning - just about sun- rise, 

end I nrust ha,e bee n the only passenge r on that ship t o sii;ht it. lie 
1,ere passing fairly d ose and it was sharp and cle ar egsinst the sun . 
It seemed t o be growing right up out of t he wate r eJld hed th e whole son 
to it se lf." 

IIEh?" 
"It wo.s on Wa tling Isl and , the reputed landing plac~ of Columbus. 

It 's a very l ow-ly ing: s crt c f island. and al l I could see was th o troc " 
added Teed, "and I ' ve neve r forgo tten tre tiu-i ll of it in all th ese 
yesrs . 11 

( I have just been looking up the place in the at las . It is one 
of the isl ands in tre llah=s excup . Doubtless in his l a t er world 
wa.'lderings Geor ge Teed saw innumerabl e otll or pc:lm tr ees - but the,• 
didn ' t i:-,ean a tJ-,ing to him afte r that one . ) 

Nost of his early life o.nd circumstunces e.re t)bscure . He Nos 
never one t o talk much eb cut hirLself, but his friends in Fleet Street 
cll seemed to inve t he iltpressi on that he ~ai:,e of a fa irly well - t o-d o 
f oC".ily - his f atMr 's ownership of sawmills near th e city w~s ono 
inform ent •s re collecti on. It was c~rtainly pl nusiblc , f or surely no 
boy of 16 could have enoueh ooney t o buy steamship passage fo r tc.e 
Bahw.us or beyond . Hor e pr obably his father )i.elded to young George's 
urgings t o be allcwed to go and see t he world . He at one time settled 
in Austral i e whare he was t.tie proud owner of o sh ee p stat i on; anoth er 
ti100 he was .rm overseer on a Jute farm in French Cochin . It was th.Jre· . 
hl'Ound 1912- 13 that Teed set sail for Engl.end and the apocryphal 
st ory (which has been related bef ore) of the meeting between him end 
Nr3. St orm, who was just completing a world cruise - after the dea th 
of her husband . the ·popula r Blake writer Michael St o::in. Mrs. St enn 
who knew a ex-ee t deal abcut her late husband •s work is said t o luve 
gi ven a great deal cf help and advise to Teed in hts ear:i.y writings , 
which started I am t ol d , around 1913. 
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So fer as it is kno,m Teed never cmtioned ever having returned 

to Nev Rrunswick, even for a vi s it, so he must have liked what he sav 

in o ther u,nds, He had an adventurooo dispositio n r.s well as 
J.mo~tion . On the ot oor hnrn, one of his rela t i ves once tr avell ed a 

l ong way t o aee hiJ:l whilst ho was ,-orking in Lendon, cne of ey foc t

supplicrs recalled ; a si!lter °"""' ever from llew Brtms-•i ck on a visit 

to m r brotoor The suggestio n ws that it hod t o do with dividing 

the family inher itance tJ,air fe th er having di ed, but cy inf ormant Ind 

his doubts about t hat. "I 'vo nevar imow Toed nnythin;; out nelll' broke" , 

ho ouid "end just abo:it enc jum;, ru"..cr.d of his credit ors. Besides , ve 
should all have knc,m if ho' I, ev;,r cor.o in tu com,y,• 

This is th e only occasi on that Teod is known to have ref erred 

dire c tly to his folks back home. 1:0reover , an odd fact , he wrot e 
repoa tedly about mc,st of tho cou.01tri oe t o whi ch he cru:ie, especially 

tho col ourful ones , but I can recall cnly two instances of n stv ry 

of his be:i.1,g l ei d in hi s native llev Bn"lSWick - "Bribery end Corrup

ti on" (U.J . No. 616) end "A l'.ystezy of tho Sig Woods" (U.J . No. 9'!/) . 
To a psychol oeis t this 1'1ig,t suggest t l>&t G,H,1' . didn't have as """"h 

l ove for hi s native land as a poet Jtimit think he should hnve had - or 

not - who knows? 
Thero is another ,a tter which has often been spocula't:d about in 

Float Street - was Teed a Jew? • f 
(llhethor In '""' or wru,n•t has not tho :ilightost beerin g en his • 

standing as a writ er, of oourse , Or for that matter , ss a man. But 
what I am tryin& t o do hare is t o present an accurate ond rounded 

picture of him for too r ecord . ) 
As rc garos appearanc e , ile w,:s tl.ickset , and certainl,;· had a 

noae that was SO!ll3 thing between hooked and oo.uilil'le , but it was also 

bent sl i ghtly t o one siC:e i t coulci just as well have indi cated nothing 

::ior e than an occiden t c,n the foot ball fie ld - or tho result of a free 

for-all in one of those ori enttl tir.ky - tonr,i an the China coaat , which 

he so well described in his Blake sto ri es erod which he h:i.melf my 

have experi enced in his ti.mo. 
Hcwever , J ew or Gentile m t ters not; one t hing is cert ai n -

George Ec!Jer Haoil ten Teed was TEE Sexton El&<e wri tor . 

* * * 
FOR'll!OO!-!:IllG fEA:l'!raES 

More "How' s Your Mocory?" Teasers ; llal r•~ De"fled; I Remember These; 

Gilbert Chestor and the Bond Street Dmtist; Pl ease Don •t ~'orgct the 

Chef; ~'ho ves "Frank Lell and?"; Tho Round ';'ablo was tlo Fret>:!; I 



met "Martin Frazer. " 
* * * 

STRA!!GE J$STING 

Stllllloy Smith , Chairman of t he l!orthorn O.B.B. C. was in an 
Essex Hot el r ece ntly run couldn't hel p ovel'-h car:ing a conversati on 
t!,a t wa~ going en in en.other part of th e ro om. He couldn ' t resist 
'joining in when he hoard someone soy, "You can't giv e us tho full 
Mmes of the "Faiaous Five". Yes you find Grcyfrinrs cropping up 
everywhere. But th e really remarkab l e thing was t oot one cf t ho 
company pr oved to be none o1her than Mr. Leonard Pratt, for t iany yGars 
edit or of t lla Sext on Blake Library. A small world isn •t. it? H.L. 

IN ll N ltlt I( It 11: IU 1111: I( :I N* I( N 111 iU JI ltl( I( U Ill NN N N N NN I( N •******li II N l l lt N II N NH**°*****""*** 

1'1.AGNETS WAJITED - 1563, 1619 , 1633. !-tint Conditi on only and fi t f or 
binding . I have FCR EJCCllAl;GE 100 pre-1934 KAG!IErS and will giv ,:, 
'NJ FOR ONE t o complete l ong run for binding. 
F. COC-,<ROF'l', HA\IBER HOUSE, SILSDE:!, ~'EAR iIBIGHLEY, YORKSHIRE. 

FCR DISP03AL: Y,AGNET: Several Bound vol s . 1935 - 1940 al so l oose 
copi es . THRILLIB: 1 dozen (Br ooks). SEX'roN BLAKE, UNION JACK, vnri ous 
se ri ~s . 
~: in good conditi on; Whorton Vs . Quelch (Magnets or S. C.Ls . ) 
l•'..egnot s : 1924 to 1933. O.S. Nel.oon Lee, Quirke Ser ies . 
Grcyfriar:,. S.O. Ls . 
Offers to :- 23 MOUNTJOY, BRIDFORT, DOHSE:!'. 

WNITED: Albums containing Poster-Stamps s:m/or l oose Poster- Stam).lS. 
Also any lit erature relating to them. 
L. R. ASKHAY., 36 ALL SAINTS ROAD, li'Si'!CH . 

~: Sext on Blake Libs. 1st and 2nd Series, ony numbers . ils o 
Unicn Jnclm 1917 t o 1933. Beys ' Friend Libs. 1st Series . No 669. 
2nd Series No. 79 
JOSIE PAOO'.All, 27 ARCHDALE RC>D, EAST IXJLl/ICH, LOllDOll, S. E. 22 

WANTED URGENTLY: I offer 10/ - each for any copies of Chips from 
January, 1916 t o Octobe r 28th , 1916. In gcod c onditi on . 
LEXJNARD Pi!.CKilAN, 27 ARCllDllLE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LOl!OON, S , E, 22 . 

FOR YOUR NOTEOOOK: Brian Honeysett's address is now; 
58 gr. AllDRll/S ROAD SOUTH. ST. ANNES ON SEA. LANCS. 



HAMILTON IA NA. 
Compiled by HERBERT LroraffiY 

l',y word! Things hllvo been hnppcning since I spoke here lest . 
First lo t mo toll you t.oe result of the oont.ast far tho Gr eyfriar.; 
Gold en Jubilee Cup. As you know t.>ie Cup was ge,erously given by 
Leslio Rcwlcy, th e Clubs hod tr:, compile a 16 page Grcyfriars Herald 
and these were judge d by Bill Gender . Well, after careful ccnsid or 
ati cn Bill l!JlVO his decision as follows :-

First . ;udland 
Second I:crthcrn 
Third r.erscysidc 
Fourth Lendon. 

As s oon as th e ros ul t was known tho three beaten Clubs offered 
their hoarty coni;ratulati cns to !lidlend . 

Selecti ons from their cxcel lcr:.t eff ort 1iii.ll nr,poor next month, 
f ollo wed in lat er oont hs by arti cl es fr c<a all four Cl ubs . Ther e will 
be plenty to amuse you for a long ti-"le. 

* * * 
THE EX!ITBITIOl!S. The one at tho Leeds Public Libr,uy opened en 1st 
February thar~s to t!le hard work of Gerry Alliscn . It continued for 
three weeks . It succeeded in creating a consid erable amount of inter 
est and a number of enquiries which led t o now members far the Club. 
There was a good deal of prc, s publicity , cost of it very friendly , 
but oorc and there a little banter from r c~rtcrs who were not old 
enough t o appreci'1 t e what the 1·;i,gnet ceen t to treir elders . 

On Mondcy, 10th February , ~=g,iret Jackso n had an interview wit.'1 
the Chief Librn r ian of t~ Yor k Publi c Library and asked him if he 
would be agreeab l e t o an exhibiti on there . i!e promptly scid he woul d 
be very pleased t o, end r ecal led fae very successful show put en the re 
some years ago. He wes mcst helpful scying we oould have t ho use of 
as many display ccs es as we requi red. Wo got t-..-clVe, sufficient to 
al l °" us t o display ne t cni.:, :il;!net s , but e ·. •;o Gei,s, Pen,,.y Populers , 
S .O. Ls, all the ~tcr nnrl 'i'om Merry Books, ;>'.:otJs snd l!rticlos 
ooncomi.ng Frank Richerds and C. H. Chapm:in, to!l')t her with material 
concerning the activi t ies of t.>ie Old Boys Book Cl ub . 

When he heori that 15th February was th:, nctual 50th 

f ~ 
• 
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Anniv e r sary Day he ur ged us to have it r eady by then. This meant a 
good deal of 1JOrk fo r hargaret , Jack Wood ,. myself and ~bove all 
Stanley Smith , as de sc ribed in my r010arks on anothe r page . 

Five minute s afte r th e l ast case was filled on the Sa turdey 
evening a new member, a Gem fan , was booked. From ,1hat I have seen 
it has ce rta inly a grec.t appeal , tspec ~ally t o t he old er gene rat ion, 

• • • 
Mow here 1s a l et t er from Fra.'lk Richards from which you will see 

he evident l y enjoye d the Ju bilee number . 

7t h Feb ruary, 1 958 , 

Dear Herbert Lec,:enby , 

A r eally grea t number ! I cann ot qui t e t hink t ha t Frank 
Richards merits al l th ose tribvtes: but they come very pleasantly 
a ll the srur.e. The old bQy coul d almost have been hea rd to purr as 
he perused them . 

I like that li ttl e "f antasy" of yours on i,a;:es 62/3, If tho 
old s ee r had spun me such a yarn in 1908 I shoul d have th ought it th e 
tall est story I ha d ever henrd. But it is t he un expected that happeru::. 

I like t oo , Sob ' s pi cture cover , what a l eap from th e ha l fpe!Loy 
1-iegnet in 1908 t o ':!. V. fifty years late r! It doesn' t seem lik e half
a· C€ntury to me: but how gorgeous ly youthful we al l were i n th ese 
days ! - the edi t or and I not a lot ovor t hirty , H:.nton s till in his 
jwentie s , and Down, whDse adve nt coincided with t hat cf the Magnet, 
not out of his te ens ! Labuntur anni ! Fift y yeart , ye t it seeias 
only the othe r day t hat I was l ooking a t t he first nu!!lber of t h? new 
pape r. 

And I like ver y much r'.r . Pound' s verses , and es peci al ly th e lin e 
"Of !".incicd Youth uncynicised by t i ioo". A gent l eman of much 
pene tration, as Al an Breck would SaJ . 

There arc ao mony good things in t hi s nun:ber that I must not 
us e upirecious space by comm<,.•.t ing on th em all ; but I just 'IIUSt say 
a word about Stanl ey Smith' s art ic l e , which made c:e l ay down th e C, D. 
cr.d pr,de r fe r quite a l ong whil e . It made ce sad and glad a t the 
same time , if I m.,y so express it. It is oomething for an old man in 
the e ighties tJ f ee l that he has been o f some r eal use in the world , 
and Stanl ey has made me f eel just that. Many thank s St ,n l e;r ! 

With kind regards, 
Always yours sincerely , 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ FJlAiac RICllARIS··~ ~~ ~~~ 
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Do you RE!l..,,ber? By Roger M. J<!lllcins 

No . 28 - MAGNET Ito. 186 - "THE ONLY WAY" 

There Villi ll!l intri,!Uing set - up in t he Groyfriars Sixth Fom in 

the hcy-<lay of tho rad 1".agnot, there boing fi, o seniors vith vell 
defin ed choracters . Tho black shcop vore Loder and Carno (Walker vas 
not oft en mentioned) , and on the othor sid e of t oo ledge r were 
Win8!ltc ond Courtney. In between was ilupert Valence . 

Arthur Courtney was iiing,ite ' s closes t friend, whils t Valence 
vit h his vayvcrdncss 8lld instabili t y of character WllS sa::eo~e with 
vhom the rugged an d forthri8ht Wingo.to Ind little pati ence. Courtney 

however , vos very much attrac t ed t o Valence' s siste r, Vi, and was in 
consoquence clos ely connected vi th Valance ' a affeirs . This wss the 

lbzcldcne theme all OVcr i,¢n , but, bcco.w,c of tho ago of thoeo 
conc~rncd , it was l!:llch core plausible nnd =listic . It is theref ore 
hardly surprising that all th ese ch,oracters shuuld have featured in 
th e fin es t rod Mognot st ory of all , "Tho Only Wey". 

There is no disguising the f act that this sto ry is a peri od 
piece , a dr aca whicll coi,es dsngerou.sly close to being celodraoa. Yet 
vhen all this is freely adcitt ed, the story live s today because of 
t he convincing displ,).y of charncterisation , which triumphs even vhm 
the thece is so Victorian as this passage in which Courtney censures 
Valence: -

"You h<lve been after the gar,o" 
"Well , supposing I have? I ncanbe r you had sa:e of thg pert

ri dges wben I stood e {!;eJ:1J supper in cy study . • 
"Tint' s not so bad. I don' t hold with it, consideriJl8 t hat the 

birds are pri vot e :property; but pooching a pnrtridge or t1IO for e 

feed isn ' t so bod . 3ut- " 
"But vhat?" 
"You've done oore thM th:it !" sai d Courtne; s ternly . "You've 

been poaching birds to sell. You know you have, You've oold a 
dozen brace in Friardal e . 

Vnla~c• fl ushed red ," 
It V!lS Sir !!ilton Popper 's pre serves vhicll vere being raided , 

snd when Valence was cauet,t red - handed one evening ho g,.ve Courtne7 ' s 
name t o the keepers . So it W!lS that Courtney rece ived a s tern lette r 
froc the baronet invit ing hie t o Popper Court for a fl ogging as an 
alternative t o reporting the matter to the police. llov Courtnoy saved 
Valence f'roo this predicccont end vh.'.lt thllllks he rec ei ved for his peins 
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consti tutcd tm ll'.llin p,irt of n i,ost engrossing st ory . 
As raost collectors know, Courtney an d Valence ,ere removed from 

Groyfriars by Pente l ow in that famous story "A Very Galla.,t Gentleman". 
In the interests of accuracy it is only fair t o poL>lt out t hat 
collect ors re!!)lrd thi s story with •rery mixed feelings, som esteeming 
it highly for its nobl~ sentiments , an<! oth ers deploring it f or its 
sentinentnli ty . But what ever may be th o\l,!ht of this sto ry as a single 
stor-.t, i t is obvi ous that , considered as one of a sequence of t".any 
hundreds of Greyfriars sto ries, it is 3ntirely ::J.s;,laced. Deat h was 
not n pr e per t opic fc .r the pages of tho ::agnet , end pomanent 
characters were not t o be disposed of in such a n:anner. 

Pent el ow hiraself decla red that this story had br ought him more 
l etters than anything els e published in tm r.:agnet for ye !lrs pa.st , and 
added th at some r eader s had confessed to crying over the last chapter. 
It was clear that m th ought tilat "Frank Rich.irds" had excelled him
self on this occas io n . At t he saree tiire , it is equally clear that 
Pent el ow had s ome doubts about what helnd irrev ocably done ; "Those who 
tal k about a big gnp left by Courtney ' s disappearance ,:re gui l ty of 
exaggeration . Some times we hea.ro nothing of Courtney for mcnt!os 
togethe r; and in only two or three stories did he ever play more the., 
a minor ,ert. " This excuse bas some validity if the charact ers had in 
fact been his t o di~pose of. As it rn , one can only wonder what thd 
• twenties and ' thirties might have hold in store f or Courtne) and 
Valencd if Pont elow had not intervened . 

At all events , the fabric which C!nrles i!a.,ilton rad s o carefully 
woven was wtila t ed beyond repair by the work of a minute, end the 
Sixth Form at Greyfriars was never so interest::.ng a.,ai n . The other 
prefects - GwyMe, Sykes , ·rfcrth, Bancroft etc. , - were morely nal!leS , 

and Wingate was l eft with no intima t e fri end . That is w11¥, in late r 
l'.agr.cts, h~ seems something of a l one wolf , an is ola te d figure in th e 
scho ol with no-one he really trusted and with no-one upon whora he 
could coriplete ly rel;y, That is why ccllectors who like the oc0<isional 
story about the senior forms can only depl ore Pente l ow' s j udgment in 
writing "A Very Ge.11<:nt Gentleman" . There were many substitute 
writers , nnd many of them IIl!lde cistakes, but only Pentelow s ucceeded 
in perpetrating irreparable damage , For th~ sake of his Roman holiday 
he deprived future readers of many interesting poss i bilities in late r 
years . 

"The Only Wey" was, in events , a ,nth which Charles Hamilt on 
never trod again . 

* * * 
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LEr 'S BE COl!TROVFl'.SIAL 

( In t his serie s , Eric Foyne touches on certai n me t ters of interest 
t o students of the Hamilton Pnpers . He gives his own ,i. ews super
ficially. If you will write t o him, expressing your opinions on the 
topics he discusses , he ·,il l sur:rriarise renders ' views in a future 
issue). 
No. 12 . Which was the better written of the two Wl!AR'rol/1 TilE REBEL 
serie3 . 

I n his very fin e art i cle in the Annual, Roger Jenkins rod 
stated toot the 1932 series wes the bett er written , lllld Basil Ad.om has 
dis agreed. 

Writing on this theoe in the C. D. some yeors ago , I bel.iew that 
I suggested that t he 1925 series was tlr be tt er wri t ten , but that the 
1932 aeries cede fc.r huppie r am pleasan t er reading, Thet fceliP_,; 
persis ts with me t odny. 

I adn:i t toot I should find it difficult to qualify tl'J claim 
for the 1925 series, It is merely cy i.z,:pressicn. The 1925 series 
was heavY dran:a wit h no li,;ht r eliaf, but it oontained character 
pe.inting of re:,arkable power. It has ever struck ce as the cost • 
"ndul t " story ever to appear in the fi,;gnet . •J • 

Tb? holidey at Monte Carl o with the Bounder , wit h the inevitable 
ensuing break-up of the ill-starred cocJl!lilionship with Vernor.-Scith, 
probed the very depths of boyhood draoa., an is, in rny view, unsuq,ess
ed in any literature c f its type . 

Roger points out thot Wllarton, in trending the verges of t he 
ro ad to blackguardis:n, (e.s he actually cid L~ the 1925 series) , was 
acting out cf charocter , end this is true . All the sane, a dog with 
8 bed nru:ie , unjustly acquired , rrey go astra y simpl y because he feels 
t hat be moy as well ht!vo the g,u:,e as the n.'.l:le. 

Personally , I find the second seri es the oore enj cyable, end I 
believe that :,est readers would so do , but does this necessarily "'""" 
that it was the bette r ...-.itten? 

Agninst t he first series I would set the f act that too drru,a was 
al.Jilost painful in its prolonged intensity , 1'hile Bunter was depicted 
ns a t horoughly unplel!San t young roscru.; in its fovour , the rerorl<:
abl e depth of char acter painting , and a true-to - life ending - on 
ending which ad:ni ttedly l ost so.ie of its later i.r::pact owing to the 
substitut e st ories which followed t he series . 

Against t ho second seri es I would suggest tha t the fundmont::11 
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rellS On fo r al l too troubl e was less concrete than in the 1925 series , 
whil e t he endin g , t hough skilfully hnndled , " llB core contrived. In 
its fnvour, it was l ess sombre , with much brilliant dial ogue , and one 
bad mor o genuine sympathy with \;'h.'ll"".on, Tho penultil:,ate story, con
cerning Wharton and Nugent , was su:,erbly written , and has an une xpec ted 
twi st at the finish , tl. o whole sequence comi:ering very fevoura bly with 
the Christims holiday episodes in the ori gina l se ri PS. 

All this is really sp littin g I.sirs, for I r egard both series as 
c:ognificent and superi or to any other schco l sto xy over wri ttcn . I 
would sue up by givir.g cy opini on that the 1925 series was writt en with 
greeter dep t h ruid power, but the 1932 series was far more sa tisfying . 

It ' s ju.st cy point of view. Whnt'a yo\11'3? 

* * * 
CONTROVIBSIAL ECHOES 

No. 10. WE WHO IDOLISE 

ROG.ffi Jlli!CINS wri te a :- "I agree with most of what you say abcu t 
Pente l ow and , if ll(,.rry Broster felt that we bad clone an injustice to 
that Magnet edit or, all th e more power t o his elbow for standing up 
for his f avourite author , tholJ#l it ... s a pity th.:!t he and his symp
athisers did not j oin in the 11Controversio.l Echoes" at the t i1to. 

It would be a dull world if we e.11 t ho~t th e same, and it would 
be a dull C.D. that was a ll fact and reminiscence , and no crit icism and 
original. thought . I like controversy, t oo , but I like it t o be 
confine d t o it s own sub j ect - matter and !lI!l not so happy when criticism 
is directed not at th e vi ews expressed but at t hose who express them . 
And I fancy, f rom t ha t Harry sai d, that he meent to inc l ude me amongst 
the blin d wcrshippers e.t the shrine 0f Charles Hamilt on , "t hose who 
id oli se ." 

It i s a littl e difficult to ar,s,,er su ch a sweeping attack , and, 
it takes t oo long t o pro ve a negati ve in eny case. }l,y cpir.i on, ho11-
ever, f or what it is worth i s tha t no article should be mer e ly 
fectual but a'1ould conta in c. criticism of t he sto r ies being ,-eviewed , 
on appraisal of the good parts amd 11 frank rec ogniti on of the b,id . If 
thiz is id oli sing, I am at a l oss t o know whllt is not . },r,yllay, I hop, 
you wil l not be deterred from continuins 11Let 's be Controversial 11

, 

which constitut es the most stimula ting section of tre C.D. .And now I 
must write to three corres ponde nt s who object t o mv cr it:ci sms of 
Charles Hamilton 's writi!l8S: it is e pity t he.t we id olc.ters ore 
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al ways disagreeing with one anotrer." 

HARRY BROSTIB writes : "In r,y article "In Defence of Pentel ow" it is 
Sllid I l aur.ched an otteck on those who idol ise Chnrles &,,ilt on, To 
the cont ruy , I was criticising those who over-i dolise end can find 
nothing t o edmire in the work of any othe r auth or . I w,: not al one in · 
this feeling as I feel sure thet most of our freternity, llar.liltonians , 
Leei tes, Sexton Bl ake fans, and others all enjoy any ty pe of old boy' s 
yarns, ond even if preferri.'1g cne pe.rticul:ir author , find something 
wort h while in the others . " 

GEORGE SELLARS writes : "Since I read my first Gem 43 yrers ago I oust 
heve read th ousands cf books by farr,ous authors, &loo all the Hamilton 
pn.pers and numerous Nelson Lees. My fo.vourite authors wero Jeffrey 
fum ol, Ccni~ Doyl e , Rider Haggnrd, 'ti. II. Ja cobs, Sapper and Sydney 
Horler . NoW', excellent and inte rest ing as these grand authors ... ·ore , 
I continued t o r ead the Hamilton rapers, and I cnjcyed them more than 
tre ot her books I read. This a.iy seem st range t o some people . 

Of cours e, you ,md I, and d l liamiltonians , !mow tro reason why 
we prefer Charles ll!m,ilton•s sto ri es to otrars . I am quite certein 
there is no· author , re.st or present , who has entertained his r eaders 
for such a l ong ti me (from boys t o c:en) . Fathers, sons, a'l! daughters 
are still enjoying his st ori es . I dcn 't thir.i< anyone would be sur 
pri sed if any of Mr. Hamil ton 's admi rers did id oli s e hio , I w,: certain 
that every Haoilt onian has the greate st adn:irati on for the dear old 
man at Broadstairs vho has given us all so ::wny heppy hours t.'iroll8h 
the years . Thr,.t he eiay c-ontinue to do so is th, ferven t wish of oy
self end s.11 his . admirers ." 

IX)N 'dEBS!'IR writ es: "I must write and support you r e idol atry . Yes, 
I suppose I do i dcliso the worlcs of Charles llrur.ilton, for, al though 
I have read so IIl!lJlY talcs of school lif e, norehavc givan cc gr eater 
pleasur e t han those of St , Jio 's , Gr eyfriars and Rookwood. The great 
charm of these ysrns t o re is the allusi cns f rom the Bibl e and the 
classics, ( and I even include ref erences from th e Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas) . 

~!any of us at some tice or a.'lother have thought it ·,ould be easy 
to tak e on the role of a sub-writer , but none of us could possibly 
hope to write about "passages" between ~essr.:;, Quelch and Prout, or 
portray such a character as llharton in his varying moods, or Gussy, be 
he obstinate or gullib l e. 

No sul>-vri ters for ue, the.nk ycu." 
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ERIC FAYNE wri t es: "Apar t f rom the fo r egoing contributi ons , I have 
received s ome corr espondenco on this topic when the writers have aske d 
that they sh ould not be quot ed , so , naturally , I have respected these 
requests . One, for a reason which he does not give , wri tes , "I wish 
you had not brought up the subject." 'ihether he means t he original 
"Controversial " on the sub writers or the recen t one on 11We Who Idolise " 
I do not know, but , in eith er case , I fee l no reoor ... e . 

Another, referring t o P certain club member, says, "His view is 
t.'iat it is wrong to criticise the st ories frcm an adult viewpoint. 
TheJ were written fu boys , and should be criticised f rc m that angle ." 

I c.o not agree with this opini on, but i:t is an in t.eresting 
topic wl'.ich I hcpe to discuss in a future ' Let's be Cont roversial • 
article . 

*********** I I I I I 111 Ii I I II I II I I II II I I I N I I II M II I II Ill I I M JI* \ ***'**'*********'****«,if-*** 

LEI'rffi BOX 

THOSE rnRORS: 

Dear Herbert Leckenby , 

49 Glyn Ffil'!Il Road , 
Quint on , 

Birmingham, 32, 
13th February, 1958. 

On reading February Digest I noted in 'Frc m the F.clit or•s Chair ' 
under the heading TIE AIINUAL you refer t o the few errors which very 
occas io nally creep into the ' Digest •. 

It is on very rare occ as i on that I rush into print but I do fee l 
that your remarl:s warrant these few words of prais e . After spending 
over five years working f er a printing and publishing concern , starti..,g 
by typing copy, then on to compilati on , setting out and finally r eading 
printers I proofs , I would like t o say fr om experience that I have yet 
to see a better j cb turned out than our littl e monthly ~zine. I 
have, on meny occasi ons , rema:1:·ked to Jack, abcut the neat and accurate 
set - up nM lack of errors. This is a l cvel,y little j ob and 'lcrk 
Duplicating Services are t o be praised for i t. One has only t o read the 
dai l y papers t o see err or s facing one a t every col umn and afte r ell 
these people nre professi onals, doing the job for their living - not 
as you do - f or a labo ur of l ove. 

Don' t worry Her bert , about too odd error . What your readers 
have t o worry about is who is going to take on this very big task 
if you ever f eel it's getting t oocuch for you. MADGE CORBETT. 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SECTION 

Fortunat e are we of t he London Club as t o tlE Cl6llY hospitable 
rend evous thet we hold our monthly 8"tt erings . Horace Roberts ' 
Streatham residence was no exception t o the rule a.'ld one of the fin est 
meeti ngs we have had was h<,ld there on Sunday, 16t h February , when the 
"Magnet " Gol den Jubile e gat.11.ori ng 'l:as celeb rated . Horace , with hi s 
fi ne coll ecti ons of "Nagnets" e tc . on show, was the ideal host . The 
att endance was good . The best surprise of th e evening was the 
exce ll ent cake in the shape of a book and depicting the Februm-J 
°Collect ors 1 Digest" cover plus a few ornat!lental fl owers. ·Josie Pnck
man abl y cut the cei:e aft er a few photogra phs had been tak en by the 
hos t , A lett er from Frank Richards wes r ead out and a suitable 
greetings t el egram was di spatch ed t o our est eemed presiden t. The 
res ul t of the 11Groyfriars Cup0 was announced end th e u."l8nimous 
congra tul ati ons of all present were offered to our Midland Birmin gham 
coll eagues on their succes s in being the fi r st worthy winners. Fin
al ly , as our chairman r eroark"'1, we hope t o have many more such happy 
gatrerings in such convivial surroundin gs . .. 

March c>eeting on Sunday, 16th ct Kensington , hosts Roger Jenkins 
and Da·,id Harrison . It i s pi'Oposed to show the famous school film 
"Goodbye flr. Chips", David bei ng th e proj ectionist . 

UNCLE BENJANill 

* * * 
NORTHrnll SECTION MEETil.G - 8t h FEBRUARY 

A very enj oyable aftern oon end evening. Befor e tho meeting nl l 
who could ma.'lllgo it had been al ong to see the Exhibi ti on at too Leeds 
Public Library to cel ebrat e the Grcyfri £rs Golden Jubil ee . Chief 
cr edit for ets went to ,•erry Alli son who res ell agreed had nade 
exce llent use of t he material at his di sposa l. The Exhibition was 
having a three weeks run and it quickly brought er,quiries from inte r
este d viewers. One of them turned up at the meeting and went awey a 
member and with a nUI11ber of ~ets from the lib r ary under his a rm. 

'ie were able t o wclc aae too , Cliff Belll'dsell on one of . his sur
prise visits , on til e other hand unfortunnte ly we wore without Bill 
wil l iamson who vss down vi th bronchi tis. Very se l dom indeed has Bill 
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been absent . All wished him a speedy reco very . 
I was able t o r eveal t hat t he Midla nd Cl ub has been successf ul 

in winning the contest fo r the Creyf ri e.rs Cup end we as runn er s up 
ext ended our hearty congratulations . I also to ld of t he wa.nn wel come 
I hsd r eceived when I attended the:r J anuar.f Necting . 

Then we got down to a "Bwlter Drive " and a most exhilara t ing 
El irJ.natio n Quiz buil t up appropr i ately on t he word "ha8)'iet" . Both 
i t ern~ pr epare d by Gerry Allison . 

Next meeting , March a t h . I t •s a noteworthy occasio n fo r its 
Roger Jenkins ' ennual visi t . Subjec t of his t alk - Mr. Quelch . A 
big attendr..nce hoped for . 

HERBIBT LECKEtlllY 
Northern Sec t ion Corre s;,ondent . 

• • • 
MIDLA,'lD SroTIOll 

Repor t of meet ing held 27t h Jar. :.iary , 1958 in the Club Lou."lgc, 
Ch&n:bor s of Come rce , Birmingham . 

Fourteen members turned up to give a hearty wel come t o Rerbert 
Leckcnby . This was the firs t t ime a fe w of th~se had met Her bert 
3nd were not disappoJ.ntcd ot the pleasure of he ::iring him give one of 
his famous t uB:::s on ol d boys ' book lo re. Ho-t1 YE! crune to take an 
in~ cr est in the old papers , how he star ted the Collectors ' Digest , 
personal w€mOri es of some of t he ol d collecto r s and friendships he hnd 
f onned through the medium of the . C.D. and collecting . All this and 
many items of information r e~rding current ectiviti~J of th€ Clubs 
were g:ive!'l us and we all could se.'13e and appreciate the t remendous 
ar.ount of happi."less Herbert der i ves from t he colossal e.nount of work 
all th i s i nvolves. 

This was a tip top start for the ne;; year and what wi t h the 
sigh t of a fresh lot of Magnets and "ems on the library tab l e , 1958 
should ba as good r.s lnst year. .Anywey , we kicked off on a good not e 
t hanks to Her bert . 

• * * 

HARRY BRCGTEa, 
Se:retary . 

NEllSEYSID E SEX:TION - SU!fDAY 1 9t h ,'EBRUARY. 

In cl ement weat her led to a ra th er smalle r gat'l e r ing than usua l, 
but nevert hel ess i t was a cheery meet ing of members th at ar ri ved f or 
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our monthl y meeting . After giving the financial situation , which is 

sti ll heal thy the Vice- Chl,imen , Fronk Unvin spoke about th e presen t 

ocobership of the Mer seys ide Bronch, ond t ho •1iew wos express ed th at 

oor e regular at tondc,1ces b1 two or three OOC!bers YOuld help the br rnch 

as e. whole , and would clso keep t ~e librnry bcoks in bet t er circuletion . 

Tho Secretsry th en rnnounced the r osul t of the "Greyfr ie.rs 

Hore.lei" Coopetiti on. Congre tulntions are being sent to t ho ~id land 

Brnnch , 
February , being a special Greyfriars month, cnch mor:ber gavo his 

person al otory of when and how oo first csmo to re ad t he Ma~et . Somo 

most amusing stories waro told end <lll int e resting rccol:ection vns t ho 

existn.sc a of "Swop Shop" in the cloys of our youth . 
Tea ond library business follow ed, ond wv t hen sottled down to 

Frank Ur."in's ne-,: goce entitled ••Nel son Lee v Sexton Dle.ice". We t::ere 

divided into Wo tie~ s, each sid a "'"as given an identical set ot cerds, 

on ecch boing printed a queotior. , the .,, .... , er to which ,ro.s A si:,g le 

l ot t er , The total number of letters fomed a hidini; place in whi ch 

the spoil s of a robbery vere hiddan , Much brnin fagging was done 

befor e tho solution was found and t.ie Sexton Blak e teem knew the en

swor . Many thanJr.s fo r this quiz !'r<Jlk , it was a cork er . Noxt ,.ceting 

Sunday, 9th March a t 7 p.m. Full ~ttcr.dcnc o pl oose . 

NO~JJl FIUG:IELL 

Socr etsry , f:ers eysi de Branch O. B.B.C. 

S.B.L. REVIEWS 

~.ARCH - 1958 

Collare e of Stout Party (No. 401) Jack Trevor Story 

An unusual titl e , but then i t is an unusual st ory . It '• back to 

St . Harr ing ag,u.n, that ,will to1ln of bi,; 8lld ser.sati onsl hafpe~ , 

scene of Blake •s cc.se of the Blonda ::.n<i the Boodle. 'ibe boodle on 

this occasion is the proceeds cf a bullion robbery carried out at 

Prast cn Airport , perpetrated by one Herbert Arthur Gilchrist &:lit.~, 

knosTI f or obvious res.sons as ll&&s, i'hen Hai,, is arrested on .Blackpool 

sands follo,,ing Blak e ' s r ecoi;niti cn of him whil s t on holiday the hunt 

for the hid den bullio n i s on. 
Pr9sente d in the vell - kno.n Story =er of easy end relaxed 

narration vith its unexpected sharp thrusts of humour - ri cked et 

• 
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t i.mes, Wlforced al ways - 316.ke is shown in much the same mood in a. case 
which does not ex t end his capabili t ies t o t he full and leaves him a t 
the end as nonchalant 8lld unscathed as at tho beginning . 

Rat in g Very good 

• * * 
Murder Most Intimate (Ho. 402) \I . fio·.,ard Baker 

A l u,1ch date with Paula in Fleet Stree t is the s t arting poin t of 
anot her csso fo r Sexton Blake . Walking along the Strand the pai r nre 
horr if ied to see the body of Gill i an Pren t iss , Secrote.ry to a Greek 
ship-owne r, fo.l ling from a sixth floo r window. ~lurdor o: suicide? 
lro ni c,illy enough , it is the lriller >.'ho clears Bloke ' s mind on this 
debatable point end put s t he det ective on the right t rail . An lndiun 
who has phot ograph ed the gi r l in her death div. pr esents 31£.ke ui t h 
ru, uiporta~t clue , as does Hazel , the gentle giant , whom ho met for t he 
first tice in t re Murmansk oomcy dur i ng the var . Now Hazel not cr.ly 
r eads the r!AGllET, ho collects t hem and through the good offices of the 
O.B.B.C. is tho proud possesso r of 1, ,22 copies ! How Blake is hel ped 
in hi s in1TOsti gntions by a note ,nth which Hnzol has use d t o list Iris 
r?quired M.AGI1Er issues introduces a personal note into the proccudings 
end infuses a pleasent atmosphere th~t really makes it Murdsr r!ost 
lntimata! 

Rating Very good 

llALTIB WE!lB 

*'****Ui 1111 M •Nii U N II M 111111 It II II ll ....... 1111 Ii 1111 N 111111 NU 11 * 1111111111 ll ** ffi iUII II 11111 ll 4 II II ll***°*'* 

F.».ILTO!HANA - LATE ll!i:1-IS. Jus t as we wer e going t o press I heard too t 
Bob Mort iloor •s Groyfriars Ju bilee wir,dow display at Ber.t aus ', K.ingstcn 
on- Thrui:es had been on. Judging by l.ettors I have had it evide ntly 
created a lo t of interest and cdmi.rat ion , I shcl l hnve mor e to say 
about it next month . 

llILL EXC,iANGE: 40 Boys' l'.,:~.zines in fine condition fo r complete set 
Chopin Pi n.no M'.l!>ic. Write to : 
R. B. Km.. IllG , 312 MA'.rnill AVENUE, LIVERroOL 18. 

* • * 



------ 106- ----------

NELSOf::) LEE COLUMN 
by jACK WOOD 

Nostaw, 328 Stockton Lane, York. 
Phone: 25795 

* * * * * 
Sin ce rey del ve into realms normally associa t ed wit h ot her writ ers 

la st month , I have been asked about ott.er meetings betwee.11 St. Frank's 
,md the Hamilt on School s on the sports field . 

~:y r eseaxch so far have been occupied with wit h Gem Library in th e 
1934-3 5 per iod which followed t he i.erging of th e Nelson Lee Library 
in t o th e Gem, My information comes from the col umns of tre i nset 
'tom r-:erry 1s Weekly , and re l ates to two competiti ons , the Gl.Jn .... 'up and 
t he Easbood Leuguo . 

Unfortunately , I do not :1ow possess all the Gems concerned, but 
in the second round of the Glyn Cup in No, 1406 dated January 26th , 
1935 , I find tha t St. Jim's bad a rur.awo.y 14-4 win over Jarro w. While 
St, Frank ' s won a gr eat battl e over th eir old rivals c t River House, lrJ 
se ven goals t o six . Pi tt (3) , Nip per (3 ) and liots on scored fo r the 
Sain ts, and Brewst er ( 5) end Church (o,m goal) fo r River House. 

I lia·,e t.n id ea fro:: ::ia,;ory thet St. Jim' s bec,.t St . Frank 's in the 
f inal soma t.ioo l nter by th~ cdd gocl. Perhaps someone cw rafrcsh 
cy =ory . 

In the League, St , Fran;,:•s won by 4- 3 at Grcyfriars , drew 6-6 
with St . Jimts ct St . fl'tnk 's , and beet Crcyfrir .rs 5-3 nt St . Frank's . 

By a st r ange coincidence , t he League Championship was ciecided by 
th e last games of tl>a C!l!:lpaign . St . Jim ' s beet R;,lcornbe Grru,,rnar 
School 5-3 at Rylcombe, while St . Frank ' s went down at heoe 4-2 tc the 
River House, whcse goals wore all scored by Bre...,ster. 

Greyfriars , Rookwocxl and !iighclif'.'e fbish cd th ird, fourth arxl 
fifth in th e table . 

The Glyn Cup was sta t ed t o be pr esented by Mr. Lyall Glyn , Bernard 
Glyn ' s fathe r, for cce.potiti on by 64 publi c school el evens . 

And now, moro news fro.:n our ?..ezid cnt Correspondoot at St . h ank's , 
Jim Cook -

Owing t o the inclemen t weather dm,-n here , seve ral sport s f ixtures 
havo been postponed or abandoned. The fir s t weak of this month Litt l e 
Side was invis ible . First a carpet of snow cover~ the ground, whi ch 
caused the Head to forbid t he match with Abbots bury being pl a yed, t he,n 
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a couple of da,s l ate r on th e Saturday the pi t ch was inundated af t er a 
heavy dcwnfoll of rain. This stopped th e sll iJnportent tus sle wit h 
Bannington Gr6ll:mar School being decided . You CG.n imagine the gloom 
that settle'<! ovor St. Fran.1<' s during these bad spe lls because the senio r s 
1wrc also affecte d. ilig Side md similar troubl es and :inportant 
fixtures were put of f . 

By tl:e way, th e gre at =jo ri ty of the cha?' hero tre at ,::e. '.lS one of 
thei:." own, but I ho.va observc1 stmdry black looks fro!t one or two who 
tlI'e going to be ment ioned . Che.mbcrs, of the Fifth, actU.1liy vacred 
off when I approached hifil. l only wanted to know if he would so.y a 
few word3 • . . • a?>out hi.J:1sel f ! Which should hnve pleas ed hi:n, ccnt.idcr 
ing ! '.the occ.1pants of StudJ A are the same old c!U:.1rttc1..ars. I!vthi=1.g 
has cl:lanf>ed thorn, not even time! Bernurd Forrest .ranted to know if l 
wns g5ther i ng information for a :r,e.gazi.ne called 11Cor.fidential II and if 
I were how much ~;as i t worth for a few juicy ... it-bits ! I didn 't get 
the drift of this remark until Gulliver rwnt.ioned the !·ioor Vie~i School. 
Bell remarked te got regular reports fr o:n Joan Tarrant . I seem tc 
remember Joan is a schcoleirl u."lder the \1ing of Miss Bond, end tl:at her 
out l o~k on life coincides with that of the Study A concepti on . I le f t 
t!o.at study for so:ne cleaner atmosp.'1er e . 

I have seen Kenmore, Frint on , Wilson and Jesson. They ,now why I 
an hero nr:d see:n to trez.t =-.e with n.spec t. Perhaps they thi!l. it I l<.r.:cv 
a lot r.iore t h.en I really krn:r ... • ! Well , they ~houldn I t ha·.re f?Uil t"J tf tC·\tgilts 
sho ut themse lves. As I t old Fenton , the skip~r of the seniors , a dtiY 
er so age, W\Y i nf or:nation I pick up and re late through the~e pages 
couldn • t do anybody any harm . I could be quite nasty if I were so 
i:-iclined because I do collect some odd news around t he l-i::mses, and in 
tile vill age ! But c let of it is pure gossip . 

I ne~::- th:r.1.:'iT'tt St . Fra:Jc's occupi ed such a huge tcpic f:J-r sca ndal 
in Bellt m1! ·::-~.::· -.. ~·.;':l.e!iber old t'i.r , Bink:s' sh0p there which is f !'oqu:mtly 
patronised by t :l\J boJs c f St. Franks? Well , I ·,1ent ther e to Jm'Cj1asc 
some eggs and butte r to augr,ent the larec r of Study C - ny journal i st i c 
instincts eetting the better c f me, I gossiped and ol d Binks ~ve me 
some i tcrr.s of news that never reached the pages of the Nelcn Loe 
Library! But I cmi say with certn.inty that ?t:r. Lee is 11rcckoned a 
fine gentlerr.en ." 

I met Nelson Lee in th e Triangle tho other day . We wer e both 
hurrying to enC".ape a shm:er and finished up nt th e entrsnce to th e 
Ancient House . l'e esked :ne if anybody was actuclly interested in what 
goes on a t St . Frank ' s since a certain gentl eman no l ongtlr recorded th& 
daily happenines a t the schc ol . I replied that !".any were still livin g 
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those days agai n and agai n and t hat St. Frank ' s was one of th ose plac es 
where life never di ed. The histo ry of St . Frank 's was still bein g 
written by common consent of many ad!nir ers . "Wel l, there 's plenty of 
materi al fo r new chron i cl es of what has been happenin g here these la s t 
few years 11 he said . "I am surpri sed nobodj' has recorded t he events 
before and after t he last war . The old school has see n many s trang e 
t hings ot one time or another , but at one time during t he wor . . . .. 11 

What a e;reat pity I 8111 not able to put do.n the remarkable event s that 
Lee related t o ~e . But I can say St. F'ran.1<'s i s s t i ll t he some as i t 
olways was . Nothi11€ has ch6nged, not even th e boys , or t he masters . 

Old Crowell sti ll studies as t rono1ty. You mey r ernemtsr M very 
near l y l os t his r eason owing to overs tudying thi s ves t subject , but 
t hese days he is bette r f itt ed t o delv e into the mysterious r ealms of 
space . A lot c;ore l i t erature is being md e ova il abl e for such poopl e 
and it is much more probable th at Mr. Crowell will have suppor t ers . 

How I .,,ish you could have socn tf'J:? acmove master 's face when I 
tol d hiJn he has been in our thoughts for a great m.m,ber of years and 
that we admired and r espec ted hii, . A.od, I said , he ,·as equally pop-
ul ar wit h the beys al th ough th ey didn ' t show it . 

Phipps , the Head I s valet Md Archie Glent hornes man-servant, 
hasn't al t erc>d one bi t . He is still Archie ' s fir st glir.lpso of t he 
worl d cnch rooming wi t h the inc·1i b ble cup of t ea ! Whc.t o life~ 
I asked Phipps i f the cup of t ea fi r s t thing in t he mornin gs could be 
ext ended to include myself end Phipps r eplied it could be dono. I 
t hink I shall be stay i ng quit e c while at St . Frruik' s . 

I have met such a lo t of people , old friends whom we all !mow, 
t ha t it would toke me too l ong to r ecord it r.J.l in one sitting , so to 
sponk:. I even knc..w where Lord Dorr ioo r e and Umlosi ar e ! Of cours e , 
t hey are in Afri ca . Who wouldn' t be , t his time of year ! Nipper 
tells me Dorr ie inten ds to t oke th e usua l gang to the Scuth Pole th i s 
coming sUI:'imer to lock up old haunts . I suppose it is Nor thestria 
where they i nt end to go. No sorry , tha t is of course at the othe r end 
of the world, I mean New Anglia , that glorious ki ngdom left over from 
t he old world nestling amid trE snows of t rE South Pole. I eeen to 
remember t he St . Frank ' s party had promised t o r etu rn some day . 

Ther e is a hin t of the coming sprin g evid ent all around the country
si de . Beltcn Wood is 6Te.dwilly taking on a new colo ur , and even the 
usually di smal llanl'ington Noor shous promise of br igh ter hues. The 
Yl'aves a.re l ess angry at Shingle Head and there's a goeneral ai r of 
expectancy e verywher e . This sudden t ransf ormation coincides with the 
lighter evenings . 
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